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SHARK KEY
Purpose: Learn to use a dichotomous scientific key.
Procedure:
1. Read sentences 1A and 18 of the key. Then study Shark 1 on the next page for -
the characteristics referred to in 1A and 1B. Follow the directions in thesa sentences
and continue with this process until a family name for Shark 1 is determined.
For exampls, if the shark has an anal fin and its body is not kite shaped, follow the
direction of 1A and go directly to sentence 2. If the shark lacks an anal fin or has a kite
shaped body, follow the directions of 1B and go to sentence 10.

2. Continue this process with each shark until all animals have been identifi ed. Write
the family name on the line below each animal.

3. Use the drawing beiow as a guide to the anatomical features used in the key.
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1.A. Body kitelike (if viewed from the 10P).....ccoeecue e ettt e s s e s st Go to 12
B. Body not kitefike (if viewed from the 10D). ... oottt e et e e oo Goto2
2. A Pelvic fin absent.......... ... reerereresnsiennannien. F @My Pristiophoridae
B. Peivic fiN Present............ccoooveinvcicneesiinee e e er e e e et re e e e et e eeeemraeeaesan Goio 3
3. A, Six Gl SIS PrESeM.. ... e e reee e e Family Hexanchidae
B. Five Gill SIS PIr@SOMt.........co et e e st st Go to 4
4, A. Only one dorsal fin...........oiii et e Family Scyliorhinidae
B.. TWO OISl fiNS.... o iierieeerierereccremren et ceceee e eaee e eeanereassssesntsneneee s st st eeaeeseeeee v e eon Goto5
5. A. Mouth at front of snout rather than on underside of head.. ecvereeeereanns Family Rhinocodontidae
B. Mouth on underside of NRA...........comvoiveeeeee et veeesenans i eeveerras e nernas Gotos
8. A. Head expanded on side with eyes at end of exXpansion..........coveeveiieceereneeenrnnes Famxly Sphyrnidae .
B. Head not expanded.... eeeerereaaro et ne e ..Goto7
7.A. Top half of caudal fin exacﬂy same s:ze and shape as bottom half ................................ Famnfy Isuridae
B. Top half of caudal fin different in size and shape thanbottom half................coovvevveeeevreieenn Goto8
8.A. First dorsal fin very long, almost half total length of body...........ccceeeeeennn.nn ~.Family Pseudotriakidae
B. First dorsal fin regular length.............. ettt aaea e et s r et e e R e Raa RS Ao nn o besneereenevanra e sus Go to 9
9.A. Caudal fin very long, almost as long as entire body............ccevueenecnerresreseereennens Family Alopiidae
B. Caudal fin reQuiar IBNGHN........ ...ttt et Goto 10
10.A. Along point on end of SNOUL.........c..eocerirrerieeitcee e eas Family Scapanorhynchidae
B. Snout without 10nG POIN............cooo ettt eeeeeee e e eeeeesae e Go to 11
TTAD ANAL 1IN BDSBML ...t ee e e e emea et e ass e nessseeass Family Squalidae
B. AN fiN PreSeM.. ..ot et et e s e et e s Family Carcharhinidae
12.A. Small dorsal fin present near tip of tail.......c.co e eeveeeiee e et Family Rajidae -
B. No dorsal fin presemt near tip Of 1al............coccriveeee e eeeeeeee s eere et e eeeneeseeneeseesse e Goto 13
13.A. Front of animal with two homlike appendages...........ccoccereeueenn. e teannvanmeannnnees Family Mobulidae

B. NO NOMUKE AP NGARS . ..o et esee st e s s et e et e eemseeesoee e sesoee s Family Dasyatidae







